Understanding God in the Old Testament

A God of Action
(Zambia Introduction)
This morning please turn with to the book of Exodus 14, I want to continue in our study of the Exodus of God’s people out of Egypt, into the promised land.  Last week, we looked at the idea that we serve a considerate God: one who considers our weaknesses and goes before us lining everything up so that the process of life doesn’t destroy us but develops us.  

We saw that he is one who considers our need for physical proof and that just as he granted the Israelites the pillar of cloud and fire, he grants us the pillar of the Holy Spirit who is alive in us giving us confidence that we have been marked as his child.  And finally, we saw that he considers our need from growth in trust and that he is a God who wants to prove his love and power to us through our daily interaction with him.

Isn’t it good to know that the God we serve isn’t just barking haphazard orders, but that he thinks about us, about who we are, what we are capable of, our weaknesses and our strengths and he orchestrates our lives so that we get the most out of life, with lessons of growth and maturity along the way.

This morning we pick up the story of the Exodus at the Red Sea.  We last saw that Pharaoh’s heart was once again hardened and that he was in hot pursuit of Israel hoping to either bring them back or destroy them.  He takes his entire army, the greatest army of that day, and he begins to approach God’s people.  They panic, they blame, and yet Moses words is an encouragement for them to watch and see what God will do - let God deliver them and let it fuel their trust and faith in him.  
I think at times we loose sight of what God has done and what he is capable of doing.  He is faithful each time, so why would he all of the sudden change?  The people of Israel cry out to God – they are afraid, they are confused, they aren’t quite sure of what to do.  Look at what God tells Moses in Exodus 14:15-16:

15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the people to get moving! 16 Pick up your staff and raise your hand over the sea. Divide the water so the Israelites can walk through the middle of the sea on dry ground. 
Even though prayer and crying out to God is important, there does come a time when the next step is to get moving.  I believe that there are times when we know what to do, but we pray for more and more guidance as an excuse to postpone doing it.  We expect God to simply waive his hand over us and all of problems, worries and weaknesses will simply disappear.  We want deliverance instead of learning discipline.

There are many in this world that have the greatest of intentions, yet never move beyond the idea.  They know what they need to do, yet never quite make the transition from imagination to reality.  

The progression of the Kingdom of God required action.  The disciples didn’t simply remain in the Upper Room on the day of Pentecost but were motivated to do something about it - they birthed the early church.  That God we serve is one who wants to be involved in our everyday living.  He wants us to be people who are marked by not only faith but action as well – both go hand in hand.  John said in 1 John 3:19:
19 Our actions will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be confident when we stand before God.
22 You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete. James 2:22
Our actions show as proof that we do have faith and that we God’s children.  Look at Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:20:

20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.
So the question for us is, “What are we identified as this morning?”  When you look at your life, do your actions speak of faith in God, do your actions speak of wavering faith, or do your actions question God’s very existence.  When the enemy is charging towards you, do you simply kneel and pray and wait for God’s deliverance, or do you take action knowing that God will be with you no matter what action you take?  Proverbs 16:3 tells us:

3 Commit your actions to the Lord, and your plans will succeed.
God wants us to be people of action.  Are we always going to do the right thing? No!  But, is God capable of turning my mistakes and using them for his good?  Absolutely!  The key to taking action is to commit every action I take to loving God and doing the best that I can for him.  He can work out the details.

I have found that with each step of faith (whether it be a baby step or a giant leap) there is a step of God.  As I move forward, God remains always just little bit ahead of me. It is as if God rewards obedience with his intervention.  I can’t sit back and wait for things to happen to me, I must step out and trust God and when I do the payoff is endless.  Hebrews 11:29 tells us:
29 It was by faith that the people of Israel went right through the Red Sea as though they were on dry ground. But when the Egyptians tried to follow, they were all drowned.

Up until this point, Moses’ faith in God and the faith of the Israelites was met with the intervention of God, the leading of God and the protection of God.  In fact, with the people of Israel, what seemed to be a hopeless scenario ends up being another opportunity for God to prove his great power and strength.  Exodus 14:17-18 tells us:

17 “And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they will charge in after the Israelites. My great glory will be displayed through Pharaoh and his troops, his chariots, and his charioteers. 18 When my glory is displayed through them, all Egypt will see my glory and know that I am the Lord!”  
We all know the story, Moses holds the staff over the water and a path is opened up through the water.  The Israelites walked through on dry ground with walls of water on each side.  God’s faithfulness is proved once again.  Once everyone is on the other side Moses raised his staff again and the pursuing Egyptian army is swallowed up and killed.  How do the Israelites respond?  Look at Exodus 14:31:
When the people of Israel saw the mighty power that the Lord had unleashed against the Egyptians, they were filled with awe before him. They put their faith in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
The Israelites were filled with awe (some versions use the term fear), however the Hebrew word used here is defined as “a healthy sense of honor, respect and awareness of the realities of God.”  The Israelites became more aware of the incredible God who was leading them.  The result was that they put their faith in God.  This word “faith” is interesting because it has the idea of a pillar or supports of a door that uphold.  This miraculous act was a support for their trust in God.  It was an event to which they could always refer back to as evidence of God’s provision and protection.
When you and I see the hand of God in our lives, how do we respond?  Do we stop and take the time to think about the realities of our God and allow it to become support to us?  Or do we simply pass it off?  We serve a God who supports our faith with his actions.  We are to react to God’s actions and intervention.  Look at what 1 John 4:19 tells us:
19 We love each other* because he loved us first.

32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you. Ephesians 4:32
33 Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ Matthew 18:33
God doesn’t ask us to do anything that he himself hasn’t shown or modeled for us.  He wants to react to his actions. In Romans 2:4 Paul tells us:
4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?

1 As God’s partners,* we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God’s kindness and then ignore it. 2 Corinthians 6:1
We respond based on what God has done – Another reason why we can’t remained unmoved or unchanged when we have experienced the actions of God.  We find that the people or Israel respond not only in unseen trust and faith, but in a visual expression of it as well.  
We find in chapter 15 a song – a musical expression of God’s greatness.  That is why we begin our celebration on Sunday mornings with music – we express the greatness of our God based on what we have experienced, on what we have learned, and what we anticipate he will do.  
A. Song of Deliverance

We find that 5 things stand out in this song about God – each is something that we can apply to our own lives this morning.  

1.  God’s Strength

First in Exodus 15:2-3:
2 The Lord is my strength and my song; he has given me victory. This is my God, and I will praise him— my father’s God, and I will exalt him! 3 The Lord is a warrior; Yahweh* is his name!
Truly, is there anything else in our lives that is worth singing about compared to our God?  Is there anyone else that you know of that has brought you more peace of mind, more sense of purpose and destiny, more anticipation for the future like the God we experience today and like the God the Israelites experienced in the day of deliverance?  

2.  God’s Power

6 “Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power. Your right hand, O Lord, smashes the enemy. 7 In the greatness of your majesty, you overthrow those who rise against you. You unleash your blazing fury; it consumes them like straw. Vs. 6-7

Is there anyone else who has proven his ability and power like our God has?  Has there been anyone else capable of defending us, or protecting us, of fighting for us?

3.  God Who is Incomparable
11 “Who is like you among the gods, O Lord— glorious in holiness, awesome in splendor, performing great wonders? 12 You raised your right hand, and the earth swallowed our enemies. Vs. 11-12

Who is like our God?  He is full of love and purity, full of truth and purity, full of forgiveness and grace.  He can do whatever he wants yet he chooses to draw close to us.

4.  Unfailing Love

13 “With your unfailing love you lead the people you have redeemed. In your might, you guide them to your sacred home. Vs. 13

How many people do you know who are full of unfailing love?  As human beings we make our love for each other conditional and situational.  Yet, nothing can separate us from the love of God.  You can be the greatest of sinner, you can be on your way to hell, yet it will never disqualify you from the love of God who wants nothing more than for his creation to come back to him, to apply his plan of redemption, and to live their lives in communion with God.

5.  God’s Presence

7 You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain— the place, O Lord, reserved for your own dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established. 18 The Lord will reign forever and ever!” vs. 17-18
How many other god’s do you know of who dwell within their believers?  Unlike other religions, the God of the Bible’s goal is to be with us, to dwell with us, to be our Emmanuel (God with us).  He wants to build his dwelling place within us.
When God calls us to live a life of action behind our beliefs, it isn’t merely an expectation, but something that he has earned.  We love because he loves us, we show grace because we have been given grace, we forgive because we have been forgiven, we show kindness because the kindness of God can never be compared.

God comes to us today and says move out in your faith, take steps of courage, pursue me with all your might, for I have earned it and proven myself trustworthy.  Let’s pray! 
