Evidence of a Living God
Ephesians 4:11-12

Turn with me again to Ephesians 4:11-12.  I want to continue to look at the idea that God wants to use his church to do his work in this world.  Last week we looked at this verse and saw that it was very clear that God gifts some with the role of apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor teachers.  He establishes a group of people whose key responsibility to equip and train the body of believers in how to find out what their gift is in order to serve both the world and the church.  

In our world as a whole, we find more and more that God is being taken out of our society, that new ideas or thoughts are being presented that try everything they can to exclude the concept of God. First, why is this happening?  Second, is the church at large responsible for this?  

I think one of the reasons this happens is simply because mankind doesn’t want to admit or answer to a higher being.  Another reason, mankind in his own limited intellect tries to figure things out for himself and the reality is there is no way we can know everything especially when it comes to a God whose ways are far greater and higher than ours.

But is the church at least partially responsible for the fact that people are trying to eliminate God out of our society?  I believer we are.  For so long we have talked about the work of Jesus Christ, his forgiveness, his mercy, his love – how Christianity is not a religion but a relationship with a living God.  
But when they look at our lives do they truly see a difference?  When they see how we live do they see a living force behind what we do?  When they walk in through these doors as we come together do they see life and hope and peace?  Or do they see critical attitudes towards difficulties and hardships; do they see judgmental, unloving people?
Maybe one of the reasons why people have tried to eliminate God out our culture is because, after they have seen his church, after they have experienced the lives of other Christians, maybe they have come to conclude, “there has to be something else” or “if that is what Christianity is about then you can keep it.”

Because the church has wandered off task, away from the way it is suppose to function, the method in which things are to operate, what society sees is a God who is dead.  The reason why God gives us gifts to minister in the world, and in the church, is so that people can once again experience the power and life of God through the working of the Holy Spirit.  Ephesians 4:11-12 tells us:

He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastor and teachers.  Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.
God’s goal for you and me is to take the living power of God and live it out in our everyday lives.  We are to take the good news of Jesus Christ out to where the people are, and then once they become Christians out there, then they can come and find their support they need here with the body of Christ.  We talked about this misconception that for some reason we think we should just invite them to church and hope that the Pastor says the right thing and then (Presto) they accept Christ.  Like the pastor has the magic formula.

Now, sometimes that happens, and it is not to say that God can’t speak to non-believers who walk through our doors and that they can’t receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  But the reality is that rarely happens.  It is only when we are out there that people out there can hear about what is happening in here (in your heart).

In fact, I know that there are couple of you here this morning who became a Christian before you even stepped foot through these doors. You experienced a living God outside these doors and it wasn’t even in a church.  Thank God, someone had the courage and the faith and tell you about God’s love.  It takes faith and courage to tell and show others the love of God.  
I think it is safe to say if God was willing to become a man, in the person of Jesus Christ, in order to offer new life to mankind, then can we agree that since Jesus is no longer walking on this earth in a human form, that God now wants us to be the hands and feet of Jesus today. How can we be that?  By operating in the power of God through the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
The apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers are those who lead us into a life of functioning in the gifts God has given us.  They help us to avoid doing things in our own ability (which the Bible calls our flesh) and to do things in the power of the Holy Spirit.  If you are a believer in Christ then you have been given a gift and today I want to briefly look at each one.  First, we find our first passage of scripture in 1 Corinthians 12:4-6.  Paul writes:

Now there are different kinds of spiritual gifts (graces), but it is the same Holy Spirit who is the source of them all.  There are different kinds of service in the church, but it is the same Lord we are serving.  There are different ways God works in our lives, but it is the same God who does the work through all of us.  

I want you to notice three things here- 

B.  Three Things we need to know about the gifts of the Spirit:  

1.  The different gifts come from the Holy Spirit.

Not all of us are going to have the same gifts.  Not all of us are going to be doing the same things.  One gift is not more important or shows a greater mark of spirituality than the others.  
2.  Different types of service to serve the same Lord.

Some of us may have the same gifting but we will use it in different places or to reach different people.  In Galatians we find a good example of this when Paul and Peter met together, both recognizing that they had the gift of preaching, but each were to speak to different groups of people – Paul to the Gentiles, and Peter to the Jews.(Different kinds of service yet serving the same Lord).
3.  Different ways God works through and in us.

That is why a person who is gifted with a preaching or teaching gift may use the same sermon several times but each time he delivers it, it goes out and does a different work.  It is up to God to determine what he is going to do through the working of our gift.  

B.  The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

We then move on in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 and Paul begins to lists specific gifts.  He writes:
To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another he gives the gift of special knowledge. The Spirit gives special faith to another, and to someone else he gives the power to heal the sick.  He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and to another the ability to prophesy.  He gives someone else the ability to know whether it is really the Spirit of God or another spirit that is speaking.  Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, and another is given the ability to interpret what is being said.
Let’s look at each one.
1.  The gift of Wisdom and Knowledge.  

This is the supernatural ability to harness truth and know how to apply it and live it out.  We find a great example of this in the life of Stephen mentioned in Acts 6:10:

No one was able to stand against the wisdom and Spirit by which Stephen spoke.
He has enriched your church with the gifts of eloquence and every kind of knowledge.  1 Corinthians 1:5
When the church doesn’t know what to do, or how to do it, in any given circumstance, those with this gift are able to bring direction and insight.

2.  The gift of Faith.

This the gift of vision.  It is the supernatural ability to see something that needs to be done, and to believe that God will do it, even though it looks impossible.  This is the type of person who moves out and accomplishes things in God’s name and authority.  Many a ministry has been started and continues to function because of this gift.  Jesus talked about this kind of faith in Matthew 17:19-20:

Afterward the disciples asked Jesus privately, “Why couldn’t we cast out that demon?”  “You didn’t have enough faith,” Jesus told them.  “I assure you, even if you had faith as small as a mustard seed you would say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it would move.  Nothing would be impossible.”

3.  The gift of Healing

This is the supernatural ability to make sick people well.  Mark 6:12-13:
So the disciples went out, telling all they met to turn from their sins.  And they cast out many demons and healed many sick people, anointing them with olive oil.
Rarely do we find one who possesses the gift of healing however, from time to time God will gift people for specific periods of time so that people could see God’s living and working power in order to lead them to salvation.

4.  The gift of Miracles.

This is the supernatural ability to accomplish natural things in a supernatural way, to short-circuit the process of nature, as Jesus did when he turned water into wine, and fed the five thousand.  We see another example in the life of Paul in Acts 19:11-12:

God gave Paul the power to do unusual miracles, so that even when handkerchiefs or cloths that had touched his skin were placed on sick people, they were healed of their diseases, and many evil spirits within them came out.

5.  The gift of Prophecy.
In 1 Corinthians 14:1 we find this gift addressed by Paul as the gift of special importance.  He writes:

Let love by your highest goal, but also desire the special abilities the Spirit gives, especially the gift of prophecy.

But one who prophesies is helping others grown in the Lord, encouraging and comforting them.  (Verse 3)
This is the supernatural ability to speak God-inspired words of encouragement and comfort.  Have you ever had someone come and say something that brought comfort and courage to your soul and you know that it was from God?  I have seen this type of gift misused.  At times people give a word of prophecy and they use it as a means of telling you things that condemn and humiliate.  Prophecy is always to encourage and comfort.  

6.  The gift of Discernment.

This is the supernatural ability to distinguish between the spirit of truth and the spirit of deception (1 John 4:6).  I have found that many of our wives have this gift.  They can spot a phony a mile away.  My wife many times has warned me about something she saw and you know what? She was right.  We see this gift exercised by Peter in Acts 5:3.  Peter had discerned that Ananias had been lying to the Holy Spirit.
The Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart?  You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of the money for yourself.”
It is almost like being able to see into the spirit realm.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthian s12:3:

So I want you to know how to discern what is truly from God: No one speaking by the Spirit of God can curse Jesus, and no one is able to say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
Sometimes one may even pick up a book and they just have a sense that it isn’t from the spirit of truth but a spirit of deception.  You just know it’s not from God.

7.  The gift of other Tongues and Interpretation

This is the ability to speak and interpret in a language that hasn’t been learned, either of earthly origin or heavenly origin.  1 Corinthians 13:1 tells us:
If I could speak in any language in heaven or earth (in tongues of people and angels) but didn’t love others, I would be making meaningless noise like a loud gong or a clanging cymbal.
This is a way that we can communicate with God through the Holy Spirit.  It can be used in different ways.

a. As a “Prayer Language” – This is when we can pray for situations that we can see and don’t know how to pray, or which we can’t see yet what God’s involvement, will and protection.  It is praying beyond human understanding and intellect.  How many of us can agree that God doesn’t want any of us to be limited in our prayer life?  Therefore he gives us a prayer language.  Romans 8:26 tells us:

And the Holy Spirit helps us in our distress.  For we don’t even know what we should pray for, nor how we should pray.  But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words.  
For if I pray in tongues, my spirit is praying, but I don’t understand what I am saying.  1 Corinthians 14:14
b. As a sign to the unbeliever – The gift of tongues was a sign of the presence of God, even a miracle, due to one speaking another’s native tongue.  I have spoken to missionaries who gone into villages and began speaking in tongues and who actually spoke the native language and were able to share the gospel with people there.  
Pastor Ron Rezendes the Pastor I served under in San Mateo was in a prayer meeting and began to speak in tongues not knowing that what he was speaking was Tongan, and it just so happened that a unbelieving Tongan woman was sitting in the meeting and had simply been invited by a friend.  1 Corinthians 14:22 tells us:

“So you see that speaking in tongues is a sign, not for believers, but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for the benefit of believers, not unbelievers.”

When the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts what did the people who heard them say when they spoke in tongues?  Look at Acts 2:7-11:

They were beside themselves with wonder. “How can this be?” they exclaimed.  “These people are all from Galilee, and yet we hear them speaking the languages of the land where we were born!  Here we are Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Lybia toward Cyrene, visitors of Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabians.  And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!”
Can you imagine what it would be like to sit in a room with people who don’t speak your language, yet all of the sudden they say things about God in your language?  That would definitely get any non-believing persons attention.

My belief in regards to tongues is that it is mostly for personal use, however there are rare times when it will be used in a large setting of believers as a means of God speaking to us, however it needs to be followed by an interpretation and it needs to be edifying and encouraging.

8.  The gift of Helps.
 We find this gift in 1 Corinthians 12:28.  This is the gift of lending a hand whenever a need appears.  In the church it is also those who have a desire to serve.  In Romans 12 this gifts is called the gift of showing mercy.

9.  The gift of Administration
This gift is also found in 1 Corinthians12:28.  This is the gift of getting people to work together.  They are organized and execute well.  
10.  The gift of Giving

This is found in Romans 12:3-8.  Those with a gift of giving are those who have been blessed with resources and a willingness to give those resources away.  They give out of generosity and not with pride or arrogance or with strings attached.

I know that I have just blown over the gifts.  But I hope each of you can see that God has something more for you to do.  He has given you a gift.  He has placed apostles, prophets, evangelists, and teacher-pastors to help you identify what your gift is and to equip you to go out into the world and function in your gift so that the world can see that the God that we serve isn’t merely an idea or a concept, but he is real and active and living in us through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Find out what your gift is and serve God with a sense of fulfillment and joy.  Let’s Pray!

