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The Calling of God
Ephesians 4:1-3

Turn with me if you would to the book of Ephesians. We are continuing on in our study of this book and we find ourselves at the beginning of chapter four.  When we last left off we found that despite how hopeless we may feel or get, God is able to restore strength to our spirits, he dwells within us and makes himself at home in us, he lets us know that he is head over heels in love with us, he gives us glimpses of his love through the experiences of others, and then he allows our lives to be examples of hope to others, and he instills in us a sense of purpose and destiny.  

I remember a song that we use to sing when I was serving on staff in Mojave, CA.  It was a song that the new pastor had brought with him and it went like this:  
“I have a destiny I know I shall fulfill.  I have a destiny in that city on a hill.  I have a destiny, it’s not an empty wish.  For I know I was born for such a time as this. 
Long before the ages you predestined me to walk in all the works you have prepared for me.  You’ve given me a part to play in history to help prepare a bride for eternity.

I did not choose you but you have chosen me, and appointed me for bearing fruit abundantly.  I know you will complete the work begun in me by the power of your spirit working mightly.”
There is power in knowing that the most hopeless of circumstances in my life can lead to God’s purpose and plan for my life.  Hope in times of hopelessness. 

Last week we saw that there is hope in the fact that God gives me my strength, there’s hope in the fact that we are no longer facing life by ourselves, there is hope in knowing that God is love with me, there is hope in realizing the extent of his love, there is hope in knowing that his love will never be taken away, and there is hope in knowing that everything that he is doing in my life is because he wants my life to have meaning and purpose.

That’s why, every day of our lives is an adventure.  We don’t know what it will bring, but we do know that we will not be destroyed by it because God is right there beside us, teaching us, speaking to us, leading us, providing for us.  Once we asked Jesus Christ to come and live (be fully alive) in us, we stopped living a life by ourselves.  Isn’t that good to know?  

Well, we pick up Paul’s words in Ephesians 4:1-3 and after he has just encouraged them to find hope in a hopeless circumstance, he explains to them embrace their hope and do something about it.  Paul didn’t want them to allow his suffering to take their eyes off of what they were suppose to do.  And we pick up Paul’s words (Read it with me if you would):
1 Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.
Look at verse one here:  Why is Paul claim a prisoner?  Because he was serving the Lord.  We looked at this idea before and how Paul knew that even though he was thrown in a Roman jail, that God had a greater purpose for him being there and that he simply had to trust that God knew what he was doing.  

Paul was writing this letter from Rome while he was awaiting trial before the emperor on charges of starting riots and for treason.  These charges had been brought against him by the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem.  He was held in jail for two years in Caesarea, was then sent by boat to Rome, which resulted in a dramatic voyage ending in a shipwreck, and eventually he landed in Rome.  While in Rome we know that he lived in a home where he was chained to a Roman guard day and night. Yet he never claims to be a prisoner of Caesar.
Paul saw beyond the chains, the guard, the imperial process of justice, to the controlling hand of Jesus Christ which is behind all things.  That is why when we read his letters written during his imprisonment we find that he responds in joy and hope, he is filled with triumph and assurance, because Paul was one who looked beyond the visible things to the invisible things.  Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:18:

18 So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen.
Even Jesus understood that there was more than what could meet the eye.  When he stood before Pilate we read in John 19:10-11:

Pilate demanded. “Don’t you realize that I have the power to release you or crucify you?” 11 Then Jesus said, “You would have no power over me at all unless it were given to you from above.

Paul, in writing to the church in Ephesus knew that they needed to get their eyes off of the current circumstances and focus their eyes on God.  I believe that what Paul is trying to say to them here in this verse, is also what God is trying to say to the church at large – get your eyes off of what you can see and begin to look to me.
The purpose of the church will only find its purpose and direction from God.  We can get lost in the suffering, the human needs, the hate, the injustice, the misery, and we become consumed by the things we can see that are merely the symptoms, of a greater need for Jesus Christ.  We apply remedies that work only for a moment, and then people are right back to where they started from.  The church has tried to be the hands and feet of God without telling people who they represent and giving them what they need the most – a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  Something that Jesus told the woman would quench all thirst for all time.  Something that Jesus said would be bread containing everlasting LIFE.  I’m not saying that we stop giving and helping but in the words of Jesus in Matthew 16:26:

26 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul?  
But everything that we do to reach out to others needs to be connected with the Good New of Jesus Christ.  Everything that the church does needs to be connected with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Everything that is to be a part of my life needs to be influenced or even changed by the Good News of Jesus Christ.
What we have tried to do for so long, is to take what we can see and treat it with something that we can do – instead of allowing God, who in his infinite wisdom, and who is able to accomplish infinitely more than we would ask for, and allow him to change the lives of people.  We get hung up with methodology, with individual ideas of how to help people when the only true way to help them is to lead them to Jesus.  What does Paul see as the meaning of the church in Ephesus?  Why do their exist? Look at it with me in Ephesians 4:1:
1 Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God.
First we need to live a life worthy of the calling of God.  What is the calling of God?  We’ve been looking at it in these first three chapters of Ephesians.  What has God done for us and what has he created us to do?  What is our purpose in life to be? First, look at Ephesians 1:4.  Paul says:

4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes.
Remember, we have talked about the term holy which means “To be separated, or to function the way we were created to function.”  Therefore, the first part of our calling as a believer in Jesus Christ is (1) To live our lives with God’s hope and purpose in mind. 

I wish I could say that every Christian I come in contact with exemplifies hope and purpose in their lives.  In fact, some of the meanest, some of the most depressing people I know actually profess to be Christians and they live their lives the same way the rest of the world lives, without any sense of urgency or purpose, just the mere existence from day to day.  In fact, they have even become so burdened with their guilt instead of embracing the free gift of forgiveness offered to those who will simply trust and believe in Jesus Christ.  In fact, there are times when I have heard this these type of people, who are living below their calling, I have heard them tell others that they are Christians, and I squirm, and I do all that I can to hold myself back from saying “Don’t tell them that.  They will get the wrong idea about Jesus Christ and the rest of us.”  God wants us to live as those who have been given purpose and those who find a new found freedom in his forgiveness.  
What has God called us to?  Paul then writes in Ephesians 1:12 and states:

12 God’s purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in Christ would bring praise and glory to God.
Part of our calling is (2) To bring praise and glory to God.  That with every breath that we breath, every song we sing, every opportunity we get, we respond with an overwhelming sense of gratitude and love to the one who has been so kind, so full of grace, so patient, and so loving as our Father God.  The reality is that even if we spent the rest of our lives in doing nothing but speak praise and glory to God, we would still be unable to give him what he is due.  We have so much to be grateful for – Jesus came and found us and bestowed upon us his great love.  He saved us from eternal and spiritual death.  Isn’t he worth the praise and glory of the very life he saved?
And yet, within the church we have so many that see God merely as their “go-to-guy, their Sunday thing” and yet God is worth so much more than to be treated like that.  He is worth so much more than us just standing on a Sunday morning and sing nice songs about him.  He is worthy of our outstretched arms of desperation, he is worthy of our shouts of praise that we cannot contain any longer, his is worthy of our celebration and joy expressed in freedom and without a sense of civility.  He is worth everything we can muster and everything we can sacrifice.  
Our God is worthy of praise and glory and if we can’t express that here in church on Sundays, then I sure hope that you are dong it at home.  I sure hope you find times to just let yourself go off on God and thank him for all he has done, for all he is doing and for all he is going to do.  God has called us to praise him and glorify him.  We need to be people who will live a life worthy of our calling.  Paul goes on in Ephesians 1:22-23 and gives us another part of our calling.  He states:
22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for the benefit of the church. 23 And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.
(3) God has called us to submit to his authority.  We are called to come under the authority of Jesus Christ.  As human beings we struggle with this.  We are either afraid of what God is going to ask us to do or we are unwilling, like a spoiled child, to give up our power.  When we became a Christian God’s authority didn’t become conditional.  In other words, God’s authority isn’t based on how we feel about things, or whether we like it or not, or whether it is comfortable or not, but God’s authority is over every area of our lives whether we like it or not.  It is not like the New Age religion that allows you to pick and choose different ideas from different religions that fit your different personal beliefs.  When God says jump, we say how high!  But what has happened in the church is we pick and choose what we want God to have access to.  Living up to the calling that God has given us means that we give him full and unconditional access to every area of our lives.  Paul also speaks of our calling in Ephesians 2:19-22 where he states:

19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where God lives by his Spirit.
Living up to our calling means that (4) We are to allow God to LIVE within us.  It is one thing to believe in Jesus and all that he has done, but completely different when we allow Jesus to live in us without pushing him aside into some closet somewhere only to pull him out when we need him.  That means I need to allow him to speak to me, I need to let him lead me, I need to let him correct me when I have done wrong.  I need to pay attention to him.  That means I need to be in my Bible, in need to be in prayer, I need to do all that I can so that my heart and mind is in tune with what God is wanting to do or say.  That leads us to the fifth and final calling that Paul gives us in Ephesians chapters 1-3 and we find that in Ephesians 3:20-21:

20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 21 Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! Amen.
(5) We are to allow God’s power to work within us.  We know that we are incapable of changing ourselves.  We know that we are incapable of making lasting change in this world outside of God’s ability and power.  We have to come to the end of our abilities, the end of ourselves, before we are ever able to see any lasting fruit in our lives.  It is only when we have resolved to restrain ourselves and relinquish all of our control, that we are then able to see God at work.  Living as one who is worthy of our calling means that we have to understand who really does have the power to change people – who really is capable of doing the impossible.

The purpose of the church – our purpose this morning is to live up to our name – a believer and follower of Jesus Christ – a Christian according to Paul’s definition.  Our ultimate goal is not to solve all the problems of the world by doing good, it’s not to demand our rights as American citizens, it’s not to simply to provide food programs and shelter (although these are all good) but if we are doing it without pointing people to Jesus who can really help them, then we are merely putting a band-aid on something that will continue to be a problem.  
Jesus is the one who can truly help them – Jesus has help you and me and can help them as well.  You and I have been called to draw even closer to Jesus more and more each day: 1. To live our lives with hope and purpose 2. To bring praise and glory to God 3. To submit to his authority. 4. To allow Jesus to LIVE within us and (5) To allow God’s power to work within us. 
God want everyone to not only experience his life changing power, but he also wants our lives to be demonstrations to others of what he capable of doing.  We have to keep Jesus in the midst of everything that we do.  We have to live our lives based in response to what he has done for us.  We have to live a life worthy of our calling, live our lives for Jesus.  Amen!
