But God…
Ephesians 2:4-6
Turn with me if you would to the book of Ephesians 2:4-6, I want to continue on in our study of the book of Ephesians because locked within the words of this letter are truths of God’s great kindness to those who have received his gift of salvation and who are now blessed by more than they can see.  
How many of us this morning realize that living a Christian lifestyle is more than seeing our earthly lives blessed, that this life is but the doorway into an eternity of blessings?  The whole purpose of this letter is to show us that we are more blessed than we think.

Last week, we caught a picture of what our lives were like before Jesus ever became a part of them.  We saw that we were dead spiritually, we were full of sin, following Satan (the spirit of disobedience), people driven and controlled by our passions and desires, who deserved nothing but the anger and wrath of God.  Outside of Christ, we have a problem.  
We can see it in our society – people wandering through life controlled by desires and passions in overabundance, some doing things that are spurred out of a demonic origin, people completely and purposefully living against what they know in themselves to be wrong.  And if it wasn’t for Jesus in our lives we would be in the same boat.
God could have very well left us there.  God didn’t have to step in and rescue a rebellious and self-centered people, but he did.  No matter what we face, God steps into our lives and makes the difference.  God has made it possible for me to choose differently, God has made a way out, and God is greater than anything this world demands.  I was lost in my sin, spiritually dead, following a spirit of disobedience BUT GOD didn’t and doesn’t allow me to stay there.  What motivated God to step in and help me?  We now pick up Paul’s words in Ephesians 2:4-6:
4But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so very much, 5 that even while we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s special favor that you have been saved!)  6For he raised us from the dead along with Christ, and we are seated with Him in the heavenly realms – all because we are one with Christ Jesus.  
Why does God step in?  We find two main reasons and the first one is his mercy.  1.  God is rich in mercy.  Many times I find that we get the terms grace and mercy mixed up as if they are saying the same things but they both address two different things.  It is the guilt of man that draws out the grace of God.  When God looks at us and sees us guilty – making wrong choices, purposefully doing the wrong thing even when we knew they were wrong – it calls for God’s compassion, expressed in grace.  God’s grace deals with our guilt.
But what does God’s mercy respond to?  When God sees the state of our condition, how we are lost, miserable people without hope, comfort, purpose outside of him then God responds with mercy.  God’s mercy deals with our misery.  
A good example of this is when you have a child that is suffering with a severe cold.  His throat is sore, his eyes are watering, is nose is running and all stuffed up so that he can hardly breathe, his body is aching and, as a parent you see them suffering so much that you wish you could take their place. You, as a parent do all that you can to relieve their condition because their misery has awakened your mercy.  The misery of man has awakened the mercy of God.  Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 1:3:

All praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the source of every mercy and the God who comforts us.  

Paul has just finished telling us in the beginning of chapter two, how dead and helpless we are as a race.  He reminds us that even when we want to do what is right we just can’t seem to do it.  We are controlled and manipulated by passions and desires, with the world beating on the doors of our heart calling us to conform. All we can do on our own is create heartache, despair, rejection, discontentment, boredom, monotony and a frustrated life.  In fact, many times we don’t even see a realistic view of ourselves, and we paint ourselves more beautiful than we really are.
But God sees things realistically.  He comes and says I know who you are – I see your tears, your disappointments, your sense of frustration, your weaknesses, your inadequacies, your misery.  We know all these things are there but how many of us are willing to face it.  He comes to us and says “I know who you are BUT I am rich in mercy and I want to relieve the misery of mankind.”
Now add the second part to why God helps me and we find in verse 4 that (2)God’s mercy touches his heart of love – an active love.  Verse 4 “And he loved us so very much.”  A love that is spoken of in John 3:16:

God so loved the world that he gave…

Love is a choice that one makes.  It is active.  God loved us and he did something about it.  He came here.  He is not a God who is distant and unconcerned.  Jesus was touched with our misery and he came and he wept and he suffered.  He became the poorest of the poor, he felt the pinch of poverty.  He was rejected, he felt hurt, he was frightened, he felt all the trials which come into our lives.  He fully identified himself with us.  He went out and in indescribable anguish and pain on the cross, for no reason in himself, he bore our sins, because he knew that he could change our misery.

We have nothing, and we can do nothing to break this pattern of human misery but to turn to Jesus Christ.  Our cities today are full of misery, stirring with hatred, ready to break out in riots and revolution at a moments notice.  In all the knowledge of the human race gathered through out the centuries we still are unable to break through the human condition.  
What we need to learn to do is exchange our misery with God’s mercy.  It doesn’t matter who I am, when I get my eyes off of my condition and see what God is to me, what he has for me, what he wants me to be, it changes my entire life.  
· I now have a reason to live another day with the anticipation of what he has in store for me.

· I can see that I am becoming a new creation (always in process) turning more into a reflection of Jesus Christ more each day.

· I can wake up each morning focused on the great love that my God has for me, and how I am the apple of his eye, I am a prized possession, I am the one that he wants to be with, I can walk out into this world knowing that I am special to God.
· I can know that God has people for me to talk to, to influence, to live in front of in my new condition so that they cannot only hear but also see what God can do in them.

· I have purpose, I have a reason for living, I have a race to run and I have all that I need to run in such a way that I will win

But, there is an old saying that far too many have bought into, they have allowed it to rule their lives.  And unfortunately, it is just as active in the church than it is outside the church.  The saying goes like this “Misery loves company”.  Instead of celebrating the mercies of God, we end up gathering more and more people around us in our stuff, talking about our stuff, remaining in our stuff, instead of releasing it over to God and moving forward into a life that his mercy has bought us - Giving us a new reason for living instead of remaining in our death.  
God has broken the pattern so that we can live with meaning and hope again.  This is not to be a place where we glorify our sin and problems, it isn’t a place where we test the patience of God, but it is a place where breakthrough begins - where we not only celebrate the great mercy of God but where we experience it as well.
Our new life is connected with the life of Christ.  Look at verse 5. When did God give us life?  When Christ was raised from the dead.  Look at verse 6.  When were we raised from the dead?  Along with Christ.  With whom are we seated in the heavenly realms?  With Christ.  Our new life is only because of what Jesus did.  When God sees us he sees the work of his Son.  
But notice also that everything that we have because of Christ in these verses is also written in the past tense.  God gave us life, he raised us from the dead, we are seated with him.  These are all things that have already happened.
No matter how you may feel about your conversion into Christianity, the reality is that once you accepted Jesus Christ and his work for you the scripture says that you were made alive.  The decay and deterioration of your spirit stopped and was made new and will continue to be made new. We are joined with Jesus.  Jesus said in John 15:5:

“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches.  Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit.”

One plant sharing life together.  We are no longer in Adam but in Christ.  We are no longer just ordinary human beings.  We are new creations, begun again, linked with the life of Jesus Christ.  Paul likens the church to a body with Christ as the head.  All parts attached sharing the life of the body.  The new life that we have is connected to the life of Jesus Christ.  It is the same life and sustaining power that raised him from the dead.

You are special to God.  You are no longer an ordinary person.  The work of the enemy is trying to minimize the mercy of God and keep you thinking that you are just another ordinary person struggling to get through life, trying to make it the best way you can, using all of your resources to try get ahead, searching for fulfillment in life on your own.  And when you buy into that you go back to the misery of your human condition when God wants us to bask in the mercy that makes us alive and lifts us out into a mindful understanding of God’s power, God’s purpose and God’s process that makes life worth living another day.
Once we receive Christ’s life we were changed.  We cannot be the same anymore.  We can’t go back to living the way we once did.  There has been a number of occasions when people have told me that being a Christian was too hard.  I have told them, “Well, quit then, go back , and try not to be a Christian.”  And you know what?  Those who had a true conversion experience couldn’t do it.  They became a new creation, they were made alive in Christ and a new humanity has begun.  Life will never be the same.

So what is God saying to us this morning?  He tells us:

· I see your misery and my mercy responds in love to do something about it.  
· I want to bestow upon you a new life that never allow you to remain the same, but to continue to become what I created you to become.  And when I work in you I want to world to see me.  
· Don’t try to do things on your own, it will make you give up.  But let me take you from an ordinary life and do extraordinary things in and through you.  Trade your hopelessness for my hope, trade your weakness for my strength.  
· I will never leave you nor forsake you but I have joined myself to you so that my life might become your life.

