To Be Like Jesus
I John 3:2-3

Last week we looked at John’s words of encouragement to the church to be bold chifdren
of God. John sensed a responsibility o the chuzrch to stir them on in their walk with God,
which I believe is a responsibility that we need in our own lives, finding ourselves
accoumtable to those within our Body of Chyist.

John urged us to live a bold and courageous life so that we wouldn’t be ashamed or
disappoinfed of out lives, when we see Jesus face to face. May we not have any regrets
about things we didn’t do, or even things that we knew was wrong but did anyway.

But we alse saw that there will also be those who will he ashamed of God. This shame
even happens within the church when one may claim to belicve in God yet be
embarrassed or even consider God as being unworthy of not good enough for them.
Maybe some of ug in here choose to live a conditional Christian walk becsuse we aren't
convinced that, what God wants from us, is something we want to do.

- But what joy there is when we know that we ate a child of God. As a child we are to
hecome more and more like Jesus, allowing His character 10 become more and more a
part of our awn.,

We must understand that we are loved by God. John even made the reference to God’s
love with amazement by saying, “From what country, or by what possible way,” does
God love vs. The way God loves us should change the way we view ourselves. It should
grant us more and more value of ourselves and should stir us on o respond with great
gratitnde and love.

Finatly, John pointed out to us that we as Christians are misunderstood by the worid, The
world doesn’t understand what we do or why we do it. They simply stand back and mock
things that they do not understand. Why? Because they do no know God or understand
him. Don’t be surprised if people look at us and shake their heads, Jesus faced the same
rejection or misunderstanding,

This moming I want te continne to look at I.John 3;2-3,

Yes, dear friends, we are already God's children, and we con’t even
lmagine what we will be like when Christ returns.  Buf we do know that
when he comes we will be fike him, for we will see him as he reallv is. And
all who believe this will keep themselves pure, just as Christ is pure,

T

1. How can you know if you are a child of God or not? fiwe are already God's
Children)

John begins this portion of Seripinre by making a statement of emphasis. In the Geeek
composition of this sentence the most dominant or point of focus is stated in the



beginning of the sentence. John uses the word “NOW” thus His point is that “We are
God's children NOW.” Not when we pet to heaven, but NOW. Romans 8:16 tells us:

For God’s Holy Spivit speaks to ux deep in our hearts and tells us that we
are God's children.

And now vou also have hegrd the truth, the Good News that God saves
you. And when you believed in Christ, he identified vou as his own by
giving you the Holy Spiril, whom he promised long ago. Ephesians 1:13

What is the Holy Spirit saying to you today? What is that stifl small voice telling you as
you are sitting here this morning? Iz he confirming that you are God’s child, or is there
still an uncertainty within your soul? Being a child of God happens NOW, not only when
Jesus comes back to get us. We can have the assurance today. If you are unsure foday,
fisten to your heart. Ask Godto affirm his relationship with you,

Tohn continues however and states that we don’t know what we will be like when Jesns
returns. ‘This could be both a question about what Jesus will do 1o vs at his second
comitig or a statement of uncertainty in how we will develop in owr Christian walk over
the coming period of time before Jesus returns, But we do know..,

2. We Will be Different When Chirist Returns. (We can't even imagine what we will
be like)

i A progression of life events and Christion developmen.

We all know that life hands us many opportunities and challenges - each varying in
imtensity and effort, But life doesn’t simply happen to us, it happens with reason and
purpose.  Although not all things that we face may be what God wants for us, we do
know that he can take those circumstances and use them for our good. He can teach vital
lessons. T Peter 1:6-7 telis us:

So be truly glad! There is wonderful joy ahead even though it is
necessary for you lo endure many trials for a while, These frials are only
to fest your faith, ic show that It is strong and pure. It iy being tested as
fire tests and purifies gold - and your fodth is far more precious to God
thar mere gold. So if vour Jaith remains strong after being tried by fiery
triads, it will bring vou much praise and glory and hovor on the day when
Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world

Fire testy the purity of silver and gold but the Lord itests the heari,
Proverbs 17:3

For when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. Sp
let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed you will be sirong
in character and ready for arything. James 1:3-4



Life happens so that we can develop in our faith, our motives, our Jove, our trast, and in
out relationship with God.,

I have seen people who have allowed circumstances of life to come and steal their faith
away. They think because human beings have made wrong choices, or because one dies,
or becavse bad circumstances have come upon someons, that God is to be heid
responsible. Not everything that bappens in yours and my life comes from God.
Sometimes they are becausze of a fanlt of our own, or a fauk of someonse elge.

But life happens and God uses our experiences to develop us.  When Christ returns my
prayer is that we are different fom who we are today. No matter what life may hand s
etnbrace it as an opportunity to grow even more. Then on the day of Christ’s return we
cant look back over our life and see what God has done. But not only will we be diffarent
in growth and faith but we will be different because of ...

fi. Fhe miraculous and work of Christ. We will see a miraculous work ...
a  In Understanding. In 1 Corinthians 13:9-10, 12 we read:

Now we know only u little, and even the gift of praphecy reveals little! But
when the end comes, these special gifis will all disappear.

Now we sce things imperfectly as in a poor mivror, but then we will see
everything with perfect clarity.  All that T know now is particd and
incomplete, but then T'will know everything completely, just as God knows
me now.

There will come a day when God will reveat everything to us and will grant us
understanding, The things that we experience today will be defined when we see
Jesus face to face. How comforting it is to know that we will understand why
things happened to us, or played out the way they did. ‘We will one day know that
the events of our life were not in vain,

But God will not only bring micaculous understanding on that day, but he will
also perform 2 miraculous transformation of our...

b, Earthly bodies.
In Phifippians 3:20-21 the Apostle Paul tells us:

But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we
are eagerly waiting for Rim to return as our Savior. He will take these
weak mortal bodies of ours and change them into glovious bodies ltke his
own, using the same mighty power that he will use to comquer everything,
evervwhere,



We know that our bodies will become new resurrected bodies, just as Jesus was
reswrected from the dead. We know that this body will not be effected by death,
sickness, disease, sin and various other aspects that limited our abilities, John tell
us that we can’t even imagine what # i3 going to be like. It i3 a statement of
amazement,

Think about it, “can you imagine what it is going to be like not having to eat,
drink, get sick, being able to understand things we couldn’t before? In our
Hmited human intellect we can’t even begin to understand what it is geing to be
like. 8o we can’t imagine what we will be like or what it will be like when Christ
returns.

But John continues and tefls us that when we shal! see Jesus we will be like him.
3. We Will Be Like Christ. {When sie comes we will be like him)

The key word here in this scripture is “like” which means to be similar or close in
association. It does not imply that we will become exaetly like Jesus at the time of His
Second Coming, Jesus used the same Greek word “like” when he was making
comparisens between something that was earthly in order 0 explain what heaven was
like in Matthew Chapter 13. But we know that we have already begun the development
of becoming like Jesus. in Romans 8:2% we read:

For God knew his peaple in advemce and he chose them to become Iike his
Son.

Hold fe truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ,
who is the head of his body, the church. Ephesians 4:15

What have we been doing to become more like Jesus? Do we even know what it means?
Every step in life that we take should be done in such a way that Christ can be seen in us,
Unfortunately, we live in a reactionary mode that responds before any consideration can
be made as to “What would Jesus do.”

But I do know that when Jesus comes back again we will see him and will be able to look
at ourselves and see how we compare in character. We will see similarities but we will
also see areas where we missed the mark,

Some believe that when we see Jesus at His Second Coming, that we will instantly be
made exactly like Jesus. That all of the sudden a transformation of our character will
bring instant changes. We have already began the Christ-like transformation. Don’t wait
unitil fesus comes back for there to be Christ-like character in your life. Seripture doesn’t
say anything about Jesus changing our character. It only talks about bringing
understanding and phiysical change, but never character. 1 John 3:2 says:



But we do fmow thar when he comes we will be [ike him, FOR we will see
hirm as he really is.

The word “for” can also be translated as “so that”, “We shall be like him so that we
might see him, or anderstand him, as he is.” How do we know what to leok for if we
don’t have some sense of understanding about who, or what Jesus should be like? You
know, as we become more and more like Jesus the more we wil} be able to see things the
same, feel the same way about individuals, and love others with unconditional love.

And example for us would be how we relate to a dog, Your dog cannot enter into
your sorrows or your joys. You come home brokenbearted and sit down. The
dog sensed something is wrong. He whines and gits looking up at you with his
brown eyes expressing concern, hut he cannot vnderstand, he is puzzled, he does
not know what is wrong, he canntot enter in, he cannot comfort you. He does not
atid cannot understand what you are going through. When you become happy, he
knows you are happy. He wags his tail, but he does not know what it is all abowt.
He cannot know becanse he is a dog and you are a human being, therefore he
cannot enter into what you are going through.

Yohn tells us that we cannot understand God unless we become fike him. We will never
be able to understand this mighty, wonderfid Being, His love, geace, or truth. We can
never know him uafi] we become like him:. That is what God wantz to do in us NOW.

If you can grasp this, then you will understand why John then continues and writes verse
3,

And all who believe this will keep themselves pure, just as Christ is pure.

How can we know God today? We can understand him and his character if we become
pure onrselves, We then have something in comsmon.

4. Purity Froduces Understanding
IF Peter 1:3-4 telis us:

As we know Jesus beiter, his divine power gives us everything we need for
fiving a godly life. He has called us to receive his own glory and
goodness. And hy thar same mighty power, he has given us all of his rich
and wondesful promises. He has promised that vou will escape the
decadence (corruption} all around you cavsed by evil desires and that you
will share in his divine nature.

Purity in our lives atlows us to share in God’s divine nature, being able to do good things
m spite of our human nature, and all of the evil that surrounds us, The more we becone
pure the more we will understand about God, IX Corinthians 7:1 tells us:



Because we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves
from evervihing that can defile our body or spirit. And let us work toward
complete purity because we foar the Lovd,

1t is onty when we develop an understanding of who God is that we are able to fear God.
To the general public God is an impersonal being who is inactive with His creation and
who doesn't interfere with life, He is a force that simply exists. Why would anyone fear
him unless they understand His character? The more pure we become, the more we
vaderstand about God, the more we will model Christ’s character, the more Christ-like
our actions wifl be. James 1:27 tells us:

Pure and lasting religion in the sight of God our Father means that we
must cave for orphans and widows in their troubles, and refise io let the
world corrupt us.

The motre we seek purity the more we will respond to the world as Christ would respond.
It casts agide our human and sinful nature for the nature of God’s.

Conclusign

John's word of encouwragement to us is to seek purity, just as Jesus remained pure in His
earthly existence, As we remain pure the more we will find our nature taking on the
nature of God's. Then when Jesus comes back to get us, we will be able to see and
understand who He iz, We will no longer be puzzled by what we see, but we will have
something in which we can relate or have in common.

We will also see how different we are from Jesus as well. 'We will be able to see how far
we have missed the mark and how much we need the miraculons forgiveness and
restoration of God,

But we are to live pure. And in the end the initial reward will be a granting of
understanding and a resurrected body, Live a pure life and the rewards will far ousweigh
what we can even begin to imagine. We are even iasting a little of the blessings we are
going to receive, today. Today we have unimaginable grace of being called children of
God. This does not simply imply a title, but an interactive relationship with God, with
the promise of an inheritance.

John tells us:

You are a child of God NOW.

Look forward te onr hope of transformation at the Coming of Jesus.

Seek purity and live as Christ lived,

The more we live like Christ the more we will understand Him, The more
we will be able to relate to His character.
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