The “New” But Old Commandment
I John 2:7-11

Last week we looked at Jobn’s words of encouragement to the church to find assurance in
our relationship with God. John understood the peace or “rest for ones soul” that comes
ftom a God who loved him and demonstrated unconditional love for him.

Bat, God doesn’t do al} of the work. He requires that we do our part o guarantee our
salvation and relationship. John showed s that we can find assurance in our relationship
with God by being obedient to God, by allowing the Truth of Seripture fo influence or
change our lives, by allowing God’s Spirit to help us evaluate our lives thus bringing
freshness and an edge to our faith, and by foflowing the example of Tesus.

Tobhn continues in I John 2:7-11 and begins to tells how we can follow the example of
Jesus, He restates the importance of God’s command to love people. Once we have
experienced love, the return or retaliation of thet love can result in the completion of
unity in Christ. John understood the difference between knowing that God loves us and
experiencing the love of God, Love is a verb, an action that requires effort. It is the
action of love that helps us to bave knowledge of love.

In our society today, this concept seems to be reversed, We think that becanse we have
feelings or emotions of adoration, that our minds automatically comprehend what true
love is. Bat our knowledge of love is a reanlt of actions done for us or to us. Therefore,
we KNOW that God loves us becanse there was action taken to ensure our sglvation and
relationship. Just as we KNOW that our spouses or friends love us becanse they work, do
various chores at home, or they give us gifis.

Unfortunately, some of us have distorted views in regards to love because of what has
been modeled to us through different people. People called certain actions fove vet they
weten't love at all. For those of us who experienced distorted love, the need to surround
ourselves with true loving relationships js vital. [t helps to cosrect our concept of love,
The Hife of Jesus is a gaide to help us correct that which is not what it should be.

8o John begins in I Jehn 2:7 and states:

Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment, for it is an old one
You have olways hod right from the beginning.  This commandment — 1o
love one another — is the same message you heard before.

1. The Oid Commandment (7}
John is not claiming something new, and he = making it very ¢lear that he js not adding

o the commands of God. In fact, John is simply making reference to Leviticns 19:18
which reads:



“Never seek revenge or begr a grudge against anyone, buf love your
neighbor as vourself. Tomihe Lord ™

Jesus even reiterates this command in Matthew 22:38-40 when he states the two greatess
commands of Ged,

Jesus replied, © You musi love the Lord your God with all your heart, all
your soul, and all your mind’ This is the first and greatest commandment.
A second is equally important: ‘Love yowr neighbor as yourself! Al the
other commandments and all the demands of the prophets are based on

these two commmardments, ”

In Maithew 22 I want vs to notice a couple of things.
a. The love of God and people are equally important.

I wonid even go as far to say that our love of God Is linked to the love of people,
and vice versa. Jesus when talking about forgiveness stated in Matthew 6:15:

But if you refisse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.

How we treat people does say something about our view of God, and our view of
God has impact on how we treat people. God’s forgiveness is linked to owr
forgiveness of others.

Se often we separate these two relationships- our relationship with people and
God. Ouwr love for God, no matier how intense and influential it may be seems
more persenat and private. We develop our relationships with people based on
Low we are treated by them, or by what we can get from that individual. Bat
God is telling s that the more we love him the more we will show love for
people, and the more we love people the more we show love for God. These two
types of relationships are connected.

b, The love of God and People are the foundations of God's commands.

But Jesus® words continue in Matthew 22 and he tells us that all commands of
God and the demand of the prophets are alt summed up in cur love for God and
mankind. Let’s iake the Ten Commandments for example in Exodus 26:1-17.

The first four commandments bave to do with our love for God. If I love God
then I will not worship anyone else, 1 will not make idols to worship, 1 will not
misuse the name of the Lord God in a derogatory way, and I wil! take time out to
spend time with God.

The last six are commandments that have to do with the love of peeple. 1 will
love and honor the ones who God has placed me in their care, T do not murder



because 1 love people, [ do not commit adultery because 1 love people, I do not
steal from people because I love them, I do not tell lies against people 1 love, and
[ do not allow jealousy or envy to hurt or damage my love for peaple.

If we refuse to obey the commands of God, then we are damaging either a
relationship with God or a relationship with someone else.

Love 1s that which seeks the highest good in the one loved, and since the h:ghest good is
the will of God, love is doing the will of God. This old commandment is one that is a
chailenge to the church today, We need to understand that our relationship with God and

with people are equatly important, and those relationships should dictate what we say and
do.

But John: continues in ¥ John 248 and says:

Yet this commandment is also new. This commandment iz true in Christ
and is true among you, because the darkness is disappearing and the frue
fight is already shining.

2. The Oid Commandment is Enhanced (8}

How can John say that this command to love God and people is now new? What has
happened between Leviticus 19 and T lobn? Well, with the coming of Jesus Christ to
earth all kinds of concepis and understandings changed. In John 13:34 Jesus says:

“So now [ am giving vou a new commandment; Love each other. Just s
I have loved vou, you should love each other.”

Jesus brought even more clarity to his command of loving others. He states, “love them,
like I Jove you.” How did Jesus love us? Ephesians 5:2 says;

Live a Hife filled with the love for others, following the example of Christ,
who loved yau and gave fimself as a sacrifice to take away your sins. And
God was pleased, because that sacrifice was sweet perfume io himi,

Jesus gave us sacrificial love. B seems that just the mention of the word “sacrifice™ in
owr culture today is aiways combated with the question, “well, what™s in it for me? But
a sacrificial Jove is one that gocs beyond affection to self-sacrificing service to each
other. But some may say, “that’s impossibiel” Nobody does that. But Peter in I Peter
1:22 says:

Now you CAN have sincere love for each other as brothers and sisters
beecause you were cleansed from you sins when yeu accepted the truth of
the Good News. So see to it that you really do love cach other intensely
with all your heares.



Now, because of what Jesus has done for us it is possible to love cach other sacrificially
because we have Jesus who is able to help us get rid of the old sin nature, thus helping us
to cast our self-centeredness aside. Paul gives us 2 glimpse of foundation of this kind of
love for mankind in E Corinthians 10:24:

Don't think only of your own good.  Think of other Christiany and what is
hest for them.

Do we congider how our actions are going to effect others before we do them? Do we
live our lives as an encouragement for other believers, with the goal of stirring them on
further in their walk with God? Or do we simply live our lives out as things are thrown
our way, basing our reactions by how it effects us or makes us feel?

Sacrificial love is love that is others-focused and not self-focused. So offen our walk
with God is 30 fecused on our relationship with him alone. We work at understanding
God more and more, we search scripture to find new lessons for the day, we go fo chureh,
to bible study, or whatever other type of church fimetion, we look to see what lessons
God wants to teach from day to day. But, it is very clear that our refationship with God is
comected to owr relationship with people. God tells us that if we love him, then we
should love people.

You may say, “Well, its hard to love certain people.” We aflow our emotions to dictates
whether or not we love athers. But remember, love is an action and choice, not a feeling.
We can do something for someone else in the name of ove. There maybe someone who
we have harsh feelings towards, or maybe there is someone who we know doesn’t like us.
God still expects actions of love to take place between the us, whether by treating them
with respect or with consideration. Bui, ajso he tells us that if we can’t love people then
we can’t love God.

John makes this point in 1 Jobin 2:% and says:

Anyone who says, “I am in the light” but refects another Christian is stilf
in deriness.

John fefls ua to make the transition from dark to light.
3. Make the Transition from Dark to Light (9)
John talks more abowt this later om in 1 Jobn 3:14:

If we love other Christians, it proves that we have passed from death to
efernol life. But a person who doesn’t love them is stll dead.

If we are Christians there needs to be a difference in our lives today than what our lives
were like before we asked God to come and ¥ive inus. The transition from dark to light.
I Yohn 1:5-6 states:



This message he has given us to annownce to you: God is light and there
is nio darimess in him at all. So we are lying if we say we have fellowship
with God It go on living in spivitual dariness.

One of the evidences of our transition is that of loving people. There is evidences of
making this transitiont and these evidences should be obvious not onfy to us but to others
as well. There needs to be fruit constantly being produced in our lives, The light needs
t shine and not just merely exist.

But John continues on in verse 10 and clarifies the evidence of light within ones life. He
SAYS:

But artyone who loves other Christions is walking in the light and does not
cause arvone fo stumble.

We locked at this idea of sacrificial love that takes on the concern of others, All of our
actions, somewhere somehow, do effect people. It can impact them directly or indirectly,
and it can itmpact them in a positive manner or in a negative way. We nced more effort
and focus placed on God in our lives, and when that happens there will be more focus on
people, because God toves people.

If our actions effect each other, then we are accountable to each other. We are o be tore
focused on others and less on ourselves. We should be working on making our transition
from dark to light everyday, because it will effect people.

Finally, John says in verse 11:

Those who refect other Christians are wandering in spivitual davkress and
dow 't know where they are going, for the dorkness has made them blind.

4. The Danger of Spiritunal Darkness
Tesus said to people it John 12:35-36:

“My light will shine out for you just a little while longer. Walk in it while

you can, so you will nar stumble when the davkness fulls. If you walk in
the darlmess, you cannot see where you are going. Believe in the light
while there is still time; then you will become children of light "

if we are not walking it Christ, alfowing his truth and his compands to live out in us,
then we have the danger of falling away, thus resnlting in uncertain wandering. The
focus of life is taken away or hidden away thus making our life meaningless. Satan would
like nothang more than for us to get our eyes off of God. TI Corinthians 4:4 says:

Satan, the god of this evil world has blinded the minds of those who don't
helieve, so they are tinable to see the glovious light of the Good News that




