The Sign of the Times
I John 2:18-27

Last week, we looked at our need to give up the things of this world in order 10 continue
to develop in our spiritual maturity, We saw that there are things in this world that can
consume our focus in life, thus become a threat fo our faith in (dod. We can love this
world so much that we find more pleasure in it than we do in Ged. And if our love for
God iz lacking then something else will come and live within us thus fieling passions and
degires for what this world has o offer.

We saw that there are three areas in which we must stand guard. The lust for physical
pleasure, the lust for what we sce, and the pride in what we own or who we are. Adam
and Eve were tempted in these three areas thus resulting in the origin of sin, vet Jesuy was
able to combat these temptations in the wilderness showing us that it is possible to find
victory.

But John contimed and iold us to keep an eternal perspective. So often we look for the
temporary fulfillment, while at the same time risking the eternal fulfiflment we can find
only if we remain faithful to God. Our success in our Christian walk is found in
remaining Christ-centered and then making all of our choices and decisions based on
what Jesus has done and what he continues to teach us through the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Today, we will continue on in our study and look at T John 2:18-27. John not only wants
to warn us about the dangers of this world but also aboui those who will come and try to
lead us astray. Not only does he give us a warning, but then tetls us how we can identify
these anti-christ’s.

There are five areas [ want to leok at this morning as we study throngh this portion of
seripture,

1. Johm’s warning io us. vs, 26

We have seen before that John wants to warmn the church of things that would come and
rip them off from the things of God. He was able to experience an incredible relationship
with Jesus and doesn’t want the church to miss out. In verse 26 John says:

I have written to these things fo you because you need to be aware of those
whe wapt fo lead yon astray.

It John’s day there were those who wete trying to trick or deceive those who were in the
church.

Today, we find the Scriptures constanily be misinierpreted or misapplied thus creating
another form of righteousness. Cults twist Scripture fo make it say what they prefer.



John chellenges us to guard the truth in our hearis otherwise we might be deceived and
find ouvrselves calling evit good and good evil. As we looked at the book of Jude we
found constant warnings of false teachers who would come and fry 1o leed Christians
astray. There is a warning all through Scripture about these teachers. If there is a
warning to us, then obviously it is a sevious problem that can ensnare us and trip us up.

I dor’t know why it is that God has me speaking on this topic again, especially after just
talking abot it in the book of Jude. Maybe he is preparing us. I don’t know. Butif # is
mentioned in Seripture as often as i is, then it is worth saying it again.

False teachers ¢an confise us. They can manipulate our thoughts of God and the work of
Christ. They turn the deification of God and Christ and minimize their work.

Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of the Christian Science movement wrote a book in which
she uses perfectly normal Christian sounding words, but behind each word she places an
entirely different meaning, In fact, in order fo explain those meanings, she writes a
glossary of terms at the end of her book giving specialized meanings that depart fiom
Christian doctrine,

It is s0 easy for us to become so confused. The Christian Book indusiry is filled with
ideas and concept that are not only New Age, but takes the authority away from God and
places in upon pozselves. Heed the warning!

There are people who want to lead you astray. They want you to get rid of your Christian
walk and follow some manmade revelation or ciarification of the Truth of God.

2. It’s g gign of the times, vs. I8
In verse 18 John does tell us that this is a sign of the times. He says:

“Dear children, the (a} last howr iy here. You have heard that the
Antichrist is coming, and alreadv meamy such antichrists have appeared,
From this we know that the end of the world has come. ”

We know that when Jesus came to earth and the Holy Spirit had come, we entered the
“last days” and nobody but God knows how long the last days will last. In Acts 2:316-17
it says:

“In the last days, God said, T will pour owt my Spirlt upon all people.
Your xons and daughters will prophesy, your voung men will see visions,
and your old men will dream dreams. ™

Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways o our gnecestors
through the praphets. But now in these final doys, he has spoken to us
through his Son. Hebrews 1:1-2



God chose Jesus for this purpose fong before the world began, but now in
these final days, he was seni to the earth for oll to see. And he did this for
you. 1Peter 1:20

Jesus also tells us of events that will happen in the last days. In Mark 13:7-8 He tefls us:

And wars will breok out near and far, but don’t panic. Yes, these things
must come, but the end won't follow immediatelv. Nations and kingdoms
will proclaim war against each other, and there will be earthguakes in
may parts of the world, and fomines. But all this will be only the
beginning of he horrors to come.

Bat in Mark 13:6 Jesus® words bring us to other characteristic of the Jast days that John
wants to point out to us, [t reads:

Many will come in my name, claiming fo be the Messiah.
Then later in Mark 13:22 Jesus tells us:

For false messiahs and folse propheis will rise up and perform the
miraenfous signs and wonders so as to deceive, if possible, even God's
chosen ones.

Not oniy is the Anti-Christ coming, but antichrisis are already here. There wiil be people
who will rise up and call themselves the messiah. A Jewish Christian Scholar by the
aame of Dr. Charles Feinberg researched Jewish history and found that over 64
individuals had appeared to the Jewish people claiming to be the Messiah since the
aseension of Jesus Christ. Today, there are cults that claim the same promise.

You know, the term antichrist i3 not only defired as one who is opposed to Christ, but
also one who is the replacement for Christ, We definitely have a lot of those today.

3. The anti-christ’s, vs. 19, 22-23

It is interesfing to note where these antichrists will come from, In X John 2:19 John telis
us

These people left our churches because they never really belonged with
ns; otherwise they would have stayed with us. When they left us, # proved
that they do not belong to us,

I think if is interesting thet the antichrists will come out of the church. These people have
somehow began with Christian doetrine and truth and then distort it. Jesus knew that his
was going to happen. He even predicted this in Matthew 13:24-30 in the parable of the
wheat and tares:



Jesus said, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like o farmer who planted good
seed in the field But that night as everyone slept, his enemy came ond
planted weeds among the wheat. When the erop began to grow and
prodiice grain, the weeds also grew. The farmer's servant came and told
him, ‘Sir, the fleld where you planted that good seed is full of weeds!”
“An enemy has done it!’ the farmer exclaimed  ‘Shall we pull out the
weeds?’ they asked, He replied ‘No, vou'll hurt the wheat if you do. Let
both grow together until the havvest. Then I will tell the harvesters fo sort
otif the weeds and burn them and to put the wheat in the barn.’”

Church there are people in the church who fock just like us, they talk just like us, but they
have been sent to lead others owt of the church and away from their dependence on Jesns
Christ. In the end they will be sorted out and will receive their due reward of judgenent.

But for you and I today, we need to be on guard. There are many so-calted movements in
the Christian Church today that many Christians embrace, especially those who have very
little knowledge of what God’s word has to say. Beware, because they are not here for
our good but for our destruction.

In1 John 2:22-23 John continues to taik about these antichrists and says;

And who is the greai lar? The one who says that Jesus is noi the Christ,
Stuch peaple are antichrisis, for they have denied the Father and the Son.
Anyone who denies the Son doesn’t have the Father either. Buf anyone
who confesses the Son has the Father also.

A dead give-away of an antichrist is that they deny the combination of the humanity and
deity of Jesus Christ, They say that Jesus was not the Son of God or that he was simply
another man.

There are many religions today that embrace Jesus in their teachings, but when it comes
to his deity they respond that he is merely another man of good ideas, or that he wasn’t
human at all but a spirit, Or they redefine his work on the cross and his resurrection
because they refuse to embrace the combination of Jesus’ hurnanity and deity. The whole
notien of the New Age movement sees Jesus as simply one of the many ways to God.

But according to John, not only Jesus® humanity and deity are inseparable but he is
inseparable to God. You can get to the Father except through Jesus. In I John 7 John
tells us:

Mary deceivers have gone out Into the world  They do not believe that
Jesus Christ came to earth in a real body, Such a person is a deceiver and
an anfichrist.



We are surrounded by antichrists who are not only other ra]igiuns but people who may
still be in the church, John’s warning to us is not to get tangled up in their schemes.
How can we make sure of this?

4. Do our part. vs. 24-25
In 1 John 2:24-25 John tells us:

So you must remain faithful o what you have been taught from the
beginning. If you do, vou will continue to live in fellowship with the Son
and the with the Father. And in this felfowship we enjoy the eternal life he
promised us.

John tell s to remain faithfirl to what has been taught before. Not only does the Old
Testament point to the focal point of all Scripture, Jesug Christ, but the apostles then give
preeise teaching about the {ruths of scripture. John tells us that we don*t need anything
more than that which is taught in the Bible,

We have all the truth we need right here in this book and in the teachings of the apostles.
John does not want the church to go of and find something new. 1If they did then they
conld possibly fall into the trap of the antichrists.

Johi said in T John 2:7:

Dear friends, I am not writing a new commendment, for it is an old one
vou have always had, right from the beginning, This commandment — to
fove one another - is the same message you heard before.

John doesn’t add new revelation but simply feaches that which has been taught before. In
{1 John 9 John says:

For if you wander beyond the teaching of Christ, you will rot have
Jellowship with God.  But if you continue in the teaching of Christ, you
will hove fellowship with both the Father and the Son.

We live in a day where many churches have fallen into the trap of “new revelation”. Yes,
God does speak today, yet he never contradicts himself in relation to Scripture. The
Bible is the standard and is our guard against any false doctrine that any antichrist may
teach. The apostle Paul said in Colossians 3:16:

Let the words of Christ, in ali their richness, Hive in your hearis and make
you wise. Use his words to feach and counsel each other. Sing songs and
hvemns and spivitual songs to God with thankful hearts.



God's words make us wise, they teach us and counsel us. The only way we can know
God’s words is to spend time in the Word. Spend time in the Word, Spend titme in the
Word. Paul wrote to the Romans in 10:17:

Faith comes from listening to this message of Good News — the Good
News about Christ.

We can listen to God’s wozd through teaching, or we can read it for ourselves.

Bt according to John there i3 something else that helps us to avoid the last day
antichrisis, God grants us power to overcome them.

5. God’s power to overcome. vs, 20-21, 27
John tells us in 1 John 2:20-21;

But you are not like those who have lefi us, for the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and ofl of vou who know the truth,

We have the Holy Spirit in us, who knows all truth, and either reminds ns of what we
have learned before, or brings emphasis to us when we read the trath of Scripture. In
fact, in verse 27 John tells us:

But you have received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you
don’'t need anyone to feach vou what is irue. For the Spirit feaches you oll
things, and what he teaches is true — it is not a lie. So continue in what he
has taught you, and continue to live in Christ.

I the NIV it says that we have the “anointing” of the Hely Spirit. 1 have hear this word
be misused by so many. This term anointing means that the Holy Spirit is living within a
person. Jesus promised his church that he would send the Holy Spirit to them, to fill
them and guide them, and remind them of what He had said.

fohn is not telling us in verse 27 that we don’t need teaching i our lives by the church or
other individuals. He is siaply saying that what ever we hear must be subjected to the
Holy Spirits discernment that lives within us.

I have said before that ¥ believe a great term for the Holy Spirit is that of a “confirmer”.
We hear a jot of things everyday, yet it is the Holy Spirit who condirms if those thoughts
or ideas are of God or rot. John 16:13 says:

When the Spirit of truth comes, ke will guide you into ail truth,
The Spirit, who Jesus sent is the Spirit of Truth, 1f we de our part and dig deep indo what

the Scriptures teach then the Spirit of Truth will then be able to remind us or even guide
us i those truths, and you and I will be able to discern what he hear, 1f we don’t read,




