Understanding God in the Old Testament

God Still Pulls Through

Genesis 26

Turn with me this morning to the book of Genesis 26, | w@ebntinue to look at
“Understanding God in the Old Testament.” When welddsbff we looked at the life
of Abraham. Here we find the beginning of the lineagpromise not only to him but
also to us today. God'’s promise to bless his descendehtselcome today a spiritual
promise of blessing to those who will come to a saving utatetsg and faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ - A blessing that results in our eteenadion with GodGalatians
3:16tells us:

God gave the promise to Abraham and his child. And notice that it deagn’t
the promise was to children, as if it meant many descendentsheBuioimise
was to his child — and that, of course, means Christ.

It was God’s promises to Abraham, reiterated time and #gain that cause him to be a
man of faith. It was God'’s proof and protection thatvet Abraham that He could be
trusted, and it was God'’s provision and sovereign leathzigallowed Abraham to
experience the incredible mercy and grace of God. AthcAbraham was a man of
faith mentioned in the great chapter of faith in Helsé@d, he had his moments just as
you and | do. I think it is very clear thatir confidence needs to be more in God than
in ourselves

Just as we saw in the story of the tower of Babehkma has a way of trying to solve
things on their own. Isaiah tells uslgaiah 5:21

21 What sorrow for those who are wise in their own eyes and thinkelhvesiso
clever.

We have to make room for God without any need to try mpuld everything out,

without any predetermined plan, and without any limit okasan our lives to God. One
of the things we learn from Abraham is how God’slieg, God’s will, and God’s plan
was more than enough — a lesson we also need to beocomf@table with.

This morning, | want to look at the life of Isaac, an@vénspecifically titled my message
this morning “God still pulls through.” We first read o&&s in Genesis 21:3-7 and we
read that Sarah issues the name Isaac which, like maligabhames, has a meaning
behind it. The name Isaac means “He laughs”. When igaadorn it was the
fulfillment of a promise that God made to Abraham drghve God great joy to pull
through.

Ever since Isaac’s childhood, he was able to experigstéand the provision of God.
The first event we read is Abraham trying to offelatsas a sacrifice, | am sure quite a



traumatic event for him, maybe even feeling betrayed byatherf and God, until
Abraham is stopped right before his knife came down upohdie Look atGenesis
22:6-12

6 So Abraham placed the wood for the burnt offering on Isaac’s shoulders, while
he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of thalked on together,

7 lsaac turned to Abraham and said, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham

replied. “We have the fire and the wood,” the boy said, “but wherbasheep

for the burnt offering?” 8 “God will provide a sheep for the burnt afigr my

son,” Abraham answered. And they both walked on together. 9 When they arrived
at the place where God had told him to go, Abraham built an altar and arranged
the wood on it. Then he tied his son, Isaac, and laid him on the altapmf the
wood. 10 And Abraham picked up the knife to kill his son as a sacrifiéd.that
moment the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!
“Yes,” Abraham replied. “Here | am!” 12 “Don’t lay a hand on the bothe

angel said. “Do not hurt him in any way, for now | know that you tfeéy God.

You have not withheld from me even your son, your only son.”

Isaac asks, “where’s the sheep?” and Abraham assungbdti God will provide. Then
when he realizes that he is the sheep, you don’takady struggle, just the fact the
Abraham tied his son and laid him on the altar.

Traumatic event? | believe so. Image the fear, thetigueng, the distrust, the stress,
this event may have caused. | guarantee that if ybwere Isaac, this event would have
left both a negative and positive impression. This leael$o my first point this morning
which isl. Even in the face of trauma and pain, God still pulls through.

Even when it seems like what we are going through ocaergwell take us out, even
when it seems so overwhelming and inescapable, evenitvinay leave scars of hurt
and pain, God still pulls through and gives us what we need.

Even when Isaac’s mother Sarah dies, Abraham sendssautant to find a wife for
Isaac. And God divinely leads the servant to a womanépadme of Rebekah. And we
read inGenesis 24:67

67 And Isaac brought Rebekah into his mother Sarah’s tent, and she became his
wife. He loved her deeply, and she was a special comfort taftemthe death of
his mother.

God’s promise and his oath doesn’'t changlebrews 6:13-1%ells us:

Since there was no one greater to swear by, God took an oath in his own name,
saying: 14 “I will certainly bless you, and | will multiply your deadants

beyond number.”* 15 Then Abraham waited patiently, and he received what God
had promised. 16 Now when people take an oath, they call on someone greater
than themselves to hold them to it. And without any question that datidisg.



17 God also bound himself with an oath, so that those who received the promise
could be perfectly sure that he would never change his 80 God has given
both his promise and his oath. These two things are unchangeable because it is
impossible for God to lie. Therefore, we who have fled to himefoge can have
great confidence as we hold to the hope that lies beforEaushis hope is a

strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into
God's inner sanctuary

So no matter what we may be going through today, God’'sgioovhas been made and
all we need to do is remain patient, as Abraham, arstl @od every step of the way. He
will provide — Jehovah Jireh.

When we look at the life of Isaac, however, we finak tihere are many similarities
between his life and his fathers. Some scholars &éase come to believe that maybe a
mistake was made in the account, that there were to saanilgrities. But names and
wording prove the contrary. Isaac’s life is a repldAbraham’s life. Remember, it was
a famine that led Abraham to Egypt. We read in Ge@€sisthat a famine hit the area
where Isaac had settled. Isaac is led to a place @aagust like his father commits the
same sin. Look &benesis 26:7-11

7 When the men who lived there asked Isaac about his wife, Rebekald, he sai
“She is my sister.” He was afraid to say, “She is my wild€ thought, “They

will kill me to get her, because she is so beautiful.” 8 But somelater,
Abimelech, king of the Philistines, looked out his window and saw tsaiassing
Rebekah. 9 Immediately, Abimelech called for Isaac and exclaimedis‘She
obviously your wife! Why did you say, ‘She is my sister'?” “Becdwgas afraid
someone would kill me to get her from me,” Isaac replied. 10 “Howdcpoli do
this to us?” Abimelech exclaimed. “One of my people might ehailg taken

your wife and slept with her, and you would have made us guilty of gréat sin.
11 Then Abimelech issued a public proclamation: “Anyone who touches this man
or his wife will be put to death!”

2. Even in the face of our sin, God still pulls through God could have very well
punished Isaac, but instead, he continues to bless him. ndoluase completely sinful
people. Yet God'’s forgiveness has been promised and aaliver

| want us to understand something else here - that ledfe ffrom us adults. They watch
what you do, what you say, and they become examplgsuofexample. Although Isaac
wasn't born yet when Abraham deceived Abimilech, | ane $ie heard stories of his
fathers failure. And because his father got away witthought he could do the same no
matter how right or wrong it was. Our children learrihéindle life’s circumstance
through how we handle our own.

However, just as God still pulled through on his promispitie Abraham’s sin and
disobedience, and just as God remained faithful to hisipeoto Isaac despite his sin,
God is faithful to us despite our mistakes and will be féinful to our children despite



their mistakes and sin as wellGod’s faithfulness and patience and forgiveness is also
offered to them. Just as much as God has worked in ogy ligerarantee that he will be
chasing them around trying to do the same.

Many times people view God in the Old Testament as omepmdsses the destruct
button whenever a sin was committed, yet it is diears that God has always been
patient, forgiving, and providing.

We then read further in chapter 26 of how Isaac was dhare@und, having his land and
his wells taken from him time and time again. Back irs¢hdays the digging of a well
was considered a claim of ownership of the land on wihiwls located. God’s blessing
on Isaac was so overwhelming that it scared the Bthdsand Abimilech. We learn see
our third point here3. Even in the face of opposition and trials, God still pusl
through. Look atGenesis 26:16

16 Finally, Abimelech ordered Isaac to leave the country. “Go somewetsze
he said, “for you have become too powerful for us.”

Basically, Isaac’s blessing became a threat to thassdrmim. There then becomes a
dispute over another well he has dug and Isaac choosamtuish that one as well until
finally, he digs a third and names the well, “Room endlgicause God had made room
for him, given him a place to thrive.

Through opposition and trials we find that God still ptiiough for Isaac. In fact, it is
through the opposition and trials that God is able td Isaac to a place called
Beersheba. What is so significant about this places?lie first place Abraham and his
son went to after they came down from Mount Moriah.ISEac it was a place of rest
after God’s provision. We also know it was a place whdraham worshiped God. It
was at this place that God reaffirms his promise taclsaa

It is as if Isaac’s life had made a full circle, that degge his trauma and pain, despite
his sin, and despite his trials and opposition, all thised to a faithful God who was to
be worshipped. Notice inGenesis 26:25he order in which Isaac settles at Beersheba:

25 Then Isaac built an altar there and worshiped the Lord. He set upihis at
that place, and his servants dug another well.

First, the altar (worship), then his tents, and themfei$ (Isaac had come to trust God).
No matter what we may be going through, may you conmaderstand that it all leads to
our faithful God, and our worship of him. If we keep him agal point, our confidence
in him, everything will work it's way out according to his plaviatthew 6:33 tells us:

33 Seek the Kingdom of God* above all else, and live righteously, and he wil
give you everything you need.



4. If we can stand strong in God through trauma and pain, throgh making
mistakes and sin, and through facing opposition and trials, theour confidence will
produce evidence that will lead others to GodLook at what happens Benesis
26:26-29

26 One day King Abimelech came from Gerar with his adviser, Ahuarath,

also Phicol, his army commander. 27 “Why have you come here?” Isaac asked.
“You obviously hate me, since you kicked me off your land.” 28 Tiphgde

“We can plainly see that the Lord is with you. So we want to enteaistarn

treaty with you. Let's make a covenant. 29 Swear that you will not iigrjust

as we have never troubled you. We have always treated you well, aadtwels
away from us in peace. And now look how the Lord has blessed you!”

(Now hear me out, | am not saying that witnessing to jpeispirong) But | believéne
greatest form of evangelism is our obedience and faith in Gdived out in a public
display of God's ability, not my own. Remember, | said at the beginning of our study
today that our confidence needs to be more on Godothawirselves.

We see in the life of Isaac, that through God's promarse faithfulness, we will be drawn
to a place of dependence and worship of our God. Life aesitirus a series of events,
yet it will always lead us closer to God if we stan@sty and trust him. No matter what
you go through in life God still pulls through despite burts, hurdles and hang ups. He
will always be Jehovah Jireh, the one who providest'slpray!



